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The Gathering

The Lord be with you.
and also with you.

Prayer of Preparation

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn

Be thou my guardian and my guide,
and hear me when | call;

let not my slippery footsteps slide,
and hold me lest | fall.

The world, the flesh, and Satan dwell
around the path | tread;

0 save me from the snares of hell,
thou quickener of the dead.

And if | tempted am to sin,

and outward things are strong,

do thou, O Lord, keep watch within,
and save my soul from wrong.

Still let me ever watch and pray,
and feel that | am frail;
that if the tempter cross my way,
yet he may not prevail.

Words: Isaac Williams (1802-1865)
Tune: Abridge, Isaac Smith (1734-1805)
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Prayers of Penitence

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments
and to live in love and peace with all.

Most merciful God,

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

we confess that we have sinned

in thought, word and deed.

We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy

forgive what we have been,

help us to amend what we are,

and direct what we shall be;

that we may do justly, love mercy,

and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

May the God of all healing and forgiveness

draw you to himself

and cleanse you from all your sins,

that you may behold the glory of his Son,

the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect

Almighty God,

whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain,
and entered not into glory before he was crucified:

mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross,

may find it none other than the way of life and peace;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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The New Testament Lesson
Acts 6:1-7
At the end of the lesson the reader says

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Gospel

When the Gospel (Luke 13: 1-9) is announced the reader says

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At the end

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Nicholas Cooper

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,

seen and unseen

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
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For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son

is worshipped and glorified,

Who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Intercessions

These responses, or other suitable words, may be used

Lord, in your mercy, or Lord, hear us
hear our prayer. Lord, graciously hear us.
And at the end

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
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The Peace

Since we are justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has given us access to his grace.
Romans 5.1,2

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Offertory Hymn
How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds
In a believer’s ear!
It soothes his sorrow, heals his wounds,
And drives away his fear,

It makes the wounded spirit whole,
And calms the troubled breast;

'Tis manna to the hungry soul,

And to the weary rest,

Dear Name! the Rock on which we build;
My shield and hiding-place;

my never-failing treasury, filled

With boundless stores of grace,

Jesus, my Shepherd, Brother, Friend,
my Prophet, Priest, and King;

my Lord, my Life, my Way, my End,
Accept the praise | bring,

Weak is the effort of my heart,
And cold my warmest thought;
But when | see Thee as Thou art,
I’ll praise Thee as | ought,
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Till then I would Thy love proclaim
With every fleeting breath;

And may the music of thy name
Refresh my soul in death.

Words: John Newton (1725-1807)
Tune: St Peter, Alerxander Robert Reinagle (1799-1877)

Preparation of the Table

The gifts of the people are gathered and presented.
The president takes the bread and wine.

God of mercy and compassion,

your Word calls us home to faith and love.
Accept all we offer you this day;

in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.
Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give thanks and praise.

Itisindeed right and good

to give you thanks and praise,

almighty God and everlasting Father,

through Jesus Christ your Son.

Forin these forty days

you lead us into the desert of repentance

that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline
we may grow in grace

and learn to be your people once again.
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Through fasting, prayer and acts of service
you bring us back to your generous heart.
Through study of your holy word

you open our eyes to your presence in the world
and free our hands to welcome others

into the radiant splendour of your love.

As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast
with joyful hearts and minds

we bless you for your mercy

and join with saints and angels

for ever praising you and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,

and according to your holy will,

these gifts of bread and wine

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,

took bread and gave you thanks;

he broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.
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In the same way after supper

he took the cup and gave you thanks;

he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many

for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:

Christ is risen:

Christ will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing at his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup

and we thank you for counting us worthy

to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people

and gather into one in your kingdom

all who share this one bread and one cup,

so that we, in the company of all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever;

through Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom and with whom, and in whom,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Lord Jesus, remember us in your kingdom
and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The president breaks the consecrated bread.

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
Giving of Communion

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is Holy,

Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
Which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,

and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

The president and people receive communion.

Page 10



Prayer after Communion

Merciful Lord,

grant your people grace to withstand the temptations

of the world, the flesh and the devil,

and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, the only God;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Hymn
Put thou thy trustin God,
in duty's path go on;
walk in his strength with faith and hope,
so shall thy work be done.

Commit thy ways to him,

thy works into his hands,

and rest on his unchanging word,
who heaven and earth commands.

Though years on years roll on,

his covenant shall endure;

though clouds and darkness hide his path,
the promised grace is sure.

Give to the winds thy fears;

hope, and be undismayed:

God hears thy sighs and counts thy tears;
God shall lift up thy head.

Through waves and clouds and storms
his power will clear thy way:

wait thou his time; the darkest night
shall end in brightest day.

Leave to his sovereign sway

to choose and to command;

so shalt thou, wondering, own his way,

how wise, how strong his hand. Words: Paul Gerhardt (1607-76)

Tune: St Thomas, from Aaron Williams
New Universal Psalmodist, 1770
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The Blessing

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness,

to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him;
and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

Goin peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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