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The Gathering

Please remain seated as the ministers enter.
If able, you may wish to follow custom for the introit.

Introit

‘Hallelujah Chorus’ from the Messiah - G. F. Handel
The Easter Greeting

The Lord be with you.
and also with you.
Alleluia! Christ is risen
HE IS RISEN INDEED ALLELUIA!
Words of welcome.

Hymn

Jesus Christ is risen to-day, Alleluia!
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia!
who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia!
our salvation have procured; Alleluia!
now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia!
where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!

Words and music: Lyra Davidica, 1708 and others

Decoration of the Cross

Please come forward as directed to decorate the cross with flowers
which has become a symbol of new life and hope.
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Confession

Like Mary at the empty tomb,

we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Like the disciples behind a locked door,
we are afraid to be seen as your followers.
Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Like Thomas in the upper room,
we are slow to believe.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

The Lord enrich you with his grace,
and nourish you with his blessing;
the Lord defend you in trouble and keep you from all evil;
the Lord accept your prayers,
and absolve you from your offences,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. Amen.
Gloria in Excelsis

Gloria! * * Gloria * * in excelsis Deo! (x2)

Lord God heavenly King, peace you bring to us!
We worship you, we give you thanks, we sing our song of praise!
Gloria!...

Jesus, Saviour of all, Lord God, lamb of God,
You take away our sins, oh Lord, have mercy on us all! Gloria! ...

At the Father's right hand, Lord receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One and you alone are Lord! Gloria! ...

Glory Father and Son, glory Holy Spirit!
To you we raise our hands up high! We glorify your name! Gloria! ...
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The Collect

God of glory,

by the raising of your Son

you have broken the chains of death and hell:
fill your Church with faith and hope;

for a new day has dawned

and the way to life stands open

in our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Amen.

The New Testament Lesson
Acts 10:34-43
At the end of the lesson the reader says

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Song

See, what a morning, gloriously bright,

with the dawning of hope in Jerusalem;

folded the graveclothes, tomb filled with light,
as the angels announce Christ is risen!

See God's salvation plan,

wrought in love, borne in pain, paid in sacrifice,
fulfilled in Christ, the Man,

for he lives: Christ is risen from the dead!

See Mary weeping, 'Where is he laid?'

as in sorrow she turns from the empty tomb;
hears a voice speaking, calling her name;

it's the Master, the Lord raised to life again!

The voice that spans the years,

speaking life, stirring hope, bringing peace to us,
will sound till he appears,

for he lives: Christ is risen from the dead!
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One with the Father, Ancient of Days,

through the Spirit who clothes faith with certainty;
honour and blessing, glory and praise

to the King crowned with power and authority!
And we are raised with him,

death is dead, love has won, Christ has conquered;
and we shall reign with him,

for he lives: Christ is risen from the dead!

Words and Music: Stuart Townend (b.1963) and Keith Getty (b.1974)

The Gospel

When the Gospel (John 20:1-18) is announced the reader says

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At the end

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Declaration of Faith

Let us declare our faith in God.

We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family

in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us
with power from on high.

We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
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The Intercessions
These responses, or other suitable words, may be used

Lord, in your mercy, or Lord, hear us
hear our prayer. Lord, graciously hear us.
And at the end

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Song

Mayenziwe 'ntando yakho.
Mayenziwe 'ntando yakho.
Mayenziwe 'ntando yakho.
Mayenziwe 'ntando yakho.
Mayenziwe 'ntando yakho.

Your will be done on earth, O Lord,
Your will be done on earth, O Lord,
Your will be done on earth, O Lord,
Your will be done on earth, O Lord,
Your will be done on earth, O Lord,

The Peace

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

We offer each other a sign of peace.
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Offertory Hymn

During this song the offertory will be taken and the table is prepared.

1. 2.

All heav’n declares I will proclaim

the glory of the risen Lord. the glory of the risen Lord.
Who can compare Who once was slain

with the beauty of the Lord? to reconcile us all to God.
Forever he will be For ever you will be

the Lamb upon the throne. the Lamb upon the throne.
| gladly bow the knee | gladly bow the knee

and worship him alone. and worship you alone.

Words and Music: Noel & Tricia Richards
Preparation of the Table

The gifts of the people are gathered and presented.
The president takes the bread and wine.

Be present, be present, Lord Jesus Christ, our risen high priest;
Make yourself known in the breaking of the bread. Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give thanks and praise.

Lord of all life,

you created the universe,

where all living things reflect your glory.
You give us this great and beautiful earth,
to discover and to cherish.
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You give us happy times

and things to celebrate.

In these we taste your kingdom,
a feast for all your children.

You made us all,

each wonderfully different,

to join with the angels

and sing your praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We thank you, loving Father,
because, when we turned away,
you sent Jesus, your Son.

He gave his life for us on the cross
and shows us the way to live.

Send your Holy Spirit
that these gifts of bread and wine
may be for us Christ's body and his blood.

On the night before he died,

when darkness had fallen,

Jesus took bread.

He gave thanks, broke it,

and shared it with his disciples, saying:

‘This is my body, given for you.

Do this to remember me.’

After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine,

gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, saying:
‘This is my blood, poured out for you and for many,
for the forgiveness of sins.’
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So Father, with this bread and this cup

we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life.
As you feed us with these gifts,

send your Holy Spirit,

and change us more and more

to be like Jesus our Saviour.

Help us, Father, to love one another,

as we look forward to that day

when suffering is ended,

and all creation is gathered in your loving arms.

And now with all your saints
we give you glory,

through Jesus Christ,

in the strength of the Spirit,
today and for ever. Amen.

Rejoicing in God’s new creation,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
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The Breaking of the Bread
The president breaks the consecrated bread.

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Gluten-free wafers are available, please ask if needed.

Prayer after Communion

God of Life,

who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son

to the death of the cross,

and by his glorious resurrection

have delivered us from the power of our enemy:

grant us so to die daily to sin,

that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn

Thine be the glory,

risen, conquering Son;
endless is the victory

thou o’er death hast won.
Angels in bright raiment
rolled the stone away,

kept the folded grave-clothes
where thy body lay.

Thine be the glory,

risen, conquering Son;
endless is the victory
thou o’er death hast won!
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Lo, Jesus meets us,

risen from the tomb!
Lovingly he greets us,
scatters fear and gloom.

Let the church with gladness
hymns of triumph sing,

for her Lord now liveth,
death hath lost its sting.

No more we doubt thee,
glorious Prince of life;

life is naught without thee:

aid us in our strife;

make us more than conquerors,
through thy deathless love;
lead us in thy triumph

to thy home above.

Words: Edmond Budry (1854-1932)
Tune: Maccabeus, G. F. Handel (1685-1759)

The Blessing

The God of peace,

who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
that great shepherd of the sheep,

through the blood of the eternal covenant,

make you perfect in every good work to do his will,
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight;
and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
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