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The Feast of the Epiphany
2 January 2022

When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when
they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his
mother, and fell down and worshipped him: and when they had opened their
treasures, they presented unto him gifts;
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.

The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 2



The Gathering

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe.
From the rising of the sun to its setting
your name is proclaimed in all the world.

The Lord of glory be with you.
and also with you.

Prayer of Preparation

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn

As with gladness men of old

did the guiding star behold,

as with joy they hailed its light,
leading onward, beaming bright;
so, most gracious Lord, may we
evermore be led to thee.

As with joyful steps they sped,
Saviour, to thy lowly bed,

there to bend the knee before

thee whom heaven and earth adore;
so may we with willing feet

ever seek thy mercy-seat.
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As they offered gifts most rare

at thy cradle rude and bare,

so may we with holy joy,

pure and free from sin’s alloy,

all our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to thee our heavenly King.

Holy Jesus, every day

keep us in the narrow way,

and, when earthly things are past,
bring our ransomed souls at last
where they need no star to guide,
where no clouds thy glory hide.

In the heavenly country bright
need they no created light;
thouits light, its joy, its crown,
thou its sun which goes not down;

there for ever may we sing Words: William Chatterton Dix ( 1837-1898)
alleluias to our King. Tune: Dix, From a chorale by Conrad Kocher (1786-1872)

Prayers of Penitence

By the mercies of God,

let us confess our sins and present our bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to him,

which is our spiritual worship.

Lord Jesus, illuminate the darkness in our hearts:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, open our eyes to your saving love:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, unstop our ears to hear your living word:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
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May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself
and cleanse you from all your sins, that you may behold the glory of his Son,
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect

0 God, who by the leading of a star

manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth:
mercifully grant that we, who know you now by faith,
may at last behold your glory face to face;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lesson
Isaiah 60:1-6 or Ephesians 3:1-12
At the end of the lesson the reader says

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel

An acclamation heralds the gospel reading.

Alleluia, alleluia.
Christ was revealed in flesh, proclaimed among the nations
and believed in throughout the world. Alleluia.

When the gospel (Matthew 2:1-12) is announced the reader says

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
At the end

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
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The Creed

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that s,

seen and unseen

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son

is worshipped and glorified,

Who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Intercessions

These responses, or other suitable words, may be used

Lord, inyour mercy, or Lord, hear us
hear our prayer. Lord, graciously hear us.
And at the end

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Peace

Christis our peace.
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.
The old has passed away: behold, everything has become new.
Cf. 2 Corinthians 5.17

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
Offertory Hymn

Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour
first-begotten from the dead,

thou alone, our strong defender,

liftest up thy people’s head.

Alleluia, alleluia,

Jesu, true and living bread.

Here our humblest homage pay we,
here in loving reverence bow;

here for faith’s discernment pray we,
lest we fail to know thee now.
Alleluia, alleluia,

thou art here, we ask not how.
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Though the lowliest form doth veil thee
as of old in Bethlehem,

here as there thine angels hail thee,
branch and flower of Jesse’s stem.
Alleluia, alleluia,

we in worship join with them.

Paschal Lamb, thine offering, finished
once for all when thou wast slain,

in its fullness undiminished

shall for evermore remain,

Alleluia, alleluia,

cleansing souls from every stain.

Life-imparting heavenly manna,
stricken rock with streaming side,
heaven and earth with loud hosanna
worship thee, the Lamb who died,

Alleluia, alleluia, Words: George Hugh Bourne ( 1840-1925)
risen, ascended, gloriﬁed! Tune: St Helen, George Clement Martin (1844-1916)

Preparation of the Table

The gifts of the people are gathered and presented.
The president takes the bread and wine.

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,

the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;

for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
All things come from you,

and of your own do we give you.
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The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give thanks and praise.

All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere,
mighty creator, ever-living God,

through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord:

for at this time we celebrate your glory

made present in our midst.

In the coming of the magi

the King of all the world was revealed to the nations.
In the waters of baptism

Jesus was revealed as the Christ,

the Saviour sent to redeem us.

In the water made wine

the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast.
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy.
Therefore with all the angels of heaven

we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name
and sing our joyful hymn of praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

All glory be to you, our heavenly Father,

who, in your tender mercy,

gave your only Son our Saviour Jesus Christ

to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption;

Page 8



who made there by his one oblation of himself once offered
a full, perfect and sufficient sacrifice,

oblation and satisfaction for the sins of the whole world;
he instituted, and in his holy gospel commanded us to continue,
a perpetual memory of his precious death until he comes again.

Hear us, merciful Father, we humbly pray,

and grant that, by the power of your Holy Spirit,

we receiving these gifts of your creation, this bread and this wine,
according to your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy institution,
in remembrance of his death and passion,

may be partakers of his most blessed body and blood;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper

he took the cup and gave you thanks;

he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of me.

Jesus Christ is Lord:

Lord, by your cross and resurrection
you have set us free.

You are the Saviour of the world.

Therefore, Lord and heavenly Father,

in remembrance of the precious death and passion,

the mighty resurrection and glorious ascension

of your dear Son Jesus Christ,

we offer you through him this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
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Grant that by his merits and death,
and through faith in his blood,

we and all your Church may receive forgiveness of our sins

and all other benefits of his passion.

Although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins,

to offer you any sacrifice,
yet we pray that you will accept this
the duty and service that we owe.

Do not weigh our merits, but pardon our offences,

and fill us all who share in this holy communion
with your grace and heavenly blessing;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.

Amen.

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
The president breaks the consecrated bread.

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion

God’s holy gifts

for God’s holy people.

Jesus Christ is Holy,

Jesus Christis Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

Draw near with faith.

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ

Which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,

and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

The president and people receive communion.
Prayer after Communion

Lord God,

the bright splendour whom the nations seek:

may we who with the wise men have been drawn by your light
discern the glory of your presence in your Son,

the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Hymn

Bethlehem, what greater city
can in fame with you compare?
For the gracious God of heaven
chose to meet our people there.
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Was there ever beauty brighter

than the star which shone that night
to proclaim the incarnation

of our God, the world’s true light?

From the East come men of learning,
rich the treasures that they hold --
tributes to a greater wisdom,

gifts of incense, myrrh and gold.

Sacrifice, redeemer, saviour!
Incense shows that God has come,
gold, our mighty king proclaims him,
myrrh foretells his silent tomb.

Jesus Christ, to you be glory,
Lord of lords whom we adore .
with the Father and the Spirit: Michael Perry ( 1942-1996)

God be praised for evermore! based on O sola magnarum urbium
P : Aurelius Clemens Prudentius ( 348-c.413)

The Blessing

Christ our Lord,

to whom kings bowed down in worship and offered gifts,
reveal to you his glory

and pour upon you the riches of his grace;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you always.

Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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