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The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.
We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son,
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

John 1:14



The Gathering

Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you

and also with you.

‘Do I not fill heaven and earth?’ says the Lord

Now the Word is made flesh and laid in a narrow manger.
From eternity to eternity you are God,

And now we see you as a newborn child.

Hymn

Joy to the World, the Lord is come!

Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare Him room,

And Heaven and nature sing,

And Heaven and nature sing,

And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing.

Joy to the World, the Saviour reigns!

Let men their songs employ;

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness,

And wonders of His love,

And wonders of His love,

And wonders, wonders, of His love.
Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748)
Tune: Antioch, W. Holford’s Voce di Melodia c.1834
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The Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, King of peace:
to you be praise and glory for ever.

The new light of your incarnate Word

gives gladness in our sorrow,

and a presence in our isolation.

Fill our lives with your light,

until they overflow with gladness and praise.
Blessed be God for ever.

Prayer of Preparation

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Penitence

Christ the light of the world has come
to dispel the darkness of our hearts.
In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins.

God our Father,

you sent your Son full of grace and truth:
forgive our failure to receive him.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
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Jesus our Saviour,

you were born in poverty and laid in a manger:
forgive our greed and rejection of your ways.
Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Spirit of Love,

your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call:
forgive the hardness of our hearts.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

May the God of all healing and forgiveness
draw you to himself

and cleanse you from all your sins,

that you may behold the glory of his Son,
the Word made flesh,

Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Almighty God,

you have given us your only-begotten Son

to take our nature upon him

and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin:
grant that we, who have been born again

and made your children by adoption and grace,
may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.
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The Lesson
One of Isaiah 9:2-7 / Titus 2:11-14 or one of Isaiah 62:6-end / Titus 3:4-7
At the end the reader says

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel

An acclamation heralds the gospel reading.

Alleluia, alleluia.

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we have seen his glory.

Alleluia.

When the gospel (Luke 2:1-14 or Luke 2:8-20) is announced the reader
says

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
At the end

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
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The Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge

the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

The Intercessions

These responses, or other suitable words, may be used

Lord, in your mercy, or Lord, hearus
hear our prayer. Lord, graciously hear us.
And at the end

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
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The Peace
Please stand as the peace is introduced.

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,
And his name shall be called the Prince of Peace.Cf. Isaiah 9:6

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Offertory Hymn

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee

God of glory, Lord of love.

Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee
Opening to the sun above.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness
Drive the dark of doubt a way.

Giver of immortal gladness

Fill us with the light of day.

Rejoice, rejoice!
Emmanuel

Your love has come
Here to dwell

All Thy works with joy surround Thee
Earth and heaven reflect thy rays.
Stars and angels sing around Thee
Centre of unbroken praise.

Field and forest, vale and mountain
Flow'ry meadow, flashing sea,
Singing bird and flowing fountain
Call us to rejoice in Thee.

Chorus (x2)
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Mortals join the happy chorus
Which the morning stars began.
Father love is reigning o'er us
Brother love binds man to man.
Ever singing march we onward
Victors in the midst of strife.
Joyful music leads us sunward
In the triumph song of life.

Chris Tomlin | Ed Cash © 2015 Alletrop Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
S. D. G. Publishing (Admin. by Integrity Music) CCL No 34439

Preparation of the Table

The gifts of the people are gathered and presented.
The president takes the bread and wine.

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,

the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;

for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
All things come from you,

and of your own do we give you.

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give thanks and praise.

Lord of all life, you created the universe,
where all living things reflect your glory.
You give us this great and beautiful earth,
to discover and to cherish.
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You give us happy times

and things to celebrate.

In these we taste your kingdom,
a feast for all your children.

You made us all,

each wonderfully different,

to join with the angels

and sing your praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

We thank you, loving Father,

because, when we turned away,

you sent Jesus, your Son.

He gave his life for us on the cross

and shows us the way to live.

Send your Holy Spirit

that these gifts of bread and wine

may be for us Christ’s body and his blood.
On the night before he died,

when darkness had fallen,

Jesus took bread.

He gave thanks, broke it,

and shared it with his disciples, saying:
‘This is my body, given for you.

Do this to remember me.’
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After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine,
gave thanks,

and shared it with his disciples, saying:

‘This is my blood,

poured out for you and for many,

for the forgiveness of sins.’

So Father, with this bread and this cup

we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life.
As you feed us with these gifts,

send your Holy Spirit,

and change us more and more

to be like Jesus our Saviour.

Help us, Father, to love one another,

as we look forward to that day

when suffering is ended,

and all creation is gathered in your loving arms.

And now with all your saints
we give you glory,

through Jesus Christ,

in the strength of the Spirit,
today and for ever.

Amen.

Please sit or kneel as we continue in prayer.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

The president breaks the consecrated bread.

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion

God’s holy gifts

for God’s holy people.

Jesus Christ is Holy,

Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

Draw near with faith.

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ

Which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,

and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

The president and people receive communion.
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Prayer after Communion

God our Father,

in this night you have made known to us again
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ:

confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him

until the day dawns

and Christ the Morning Star rises in our hearts.
To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.

Hymn

O come, all ye faithful,

joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come and behold him

born the King of Angels:

O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

God of God,

Light of Light,

lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
very God,

begotten, not created:

Sing, choirs of angels,

sing in exultation,

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
glory to God

in the highest:
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Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning,
Jesu, to thee be glory given;

Word of the Father’ Adeste, fideles, (Latin, 18th century)

now in flesh appearing: translated by Frederick Oakeley ( 1802-1880) and
others
The Blessing

May the joy of the angels,

the eagerness of the shepherds,

the perseverance of the wise men,

the obedience of Joseph and Mary,

and the peace of the Christ-child

be yours this Christmas;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you always.

Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

HAPPY CHRISTMAS
To you, your families and friends.
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