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Fourth Sunday of Advent
Sunday, 19 December 2021

The night is far spent, and the day is at hand:
let us therefore cast off the works of darkness,
and let us put on the armour of light.

Romans 13:12



Greeting & Opening Prayer

Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you

and also with you.

Lift up your heads, O gates;

be lifted up, you everlasting doors;

and the King of glory shall come in,

and the King of glory shall come in. Psalm 24:7

Words of welcome and introduction

Hymn
With Mary let my soul rejoice,
and praise God’s holy name --
his saving love from first to last,
from age to age, the same!

How strong his arm, how great his power!
The proud he will disown;

the meek and humble he exalts

to share his glorious throne.

The rich our God will send away

and feed the hungry poor;

the arms of love remain outstretched
at mercy’s open door.

So shall God’s promise be fulfilled,
to Israel firmly made:

achild is born, a Son is given
whose crown will never fade.

Page?2 Ver: 1.0



All glory to the Father, Son
and Spirit now proclaim;

with Mary let the world rejoice
and praise God’s holy name!

Words: David Mowbray (b.1938)
Tune: St Stephen, Williams Jones (1726-1800)

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, merciful and gentle:
to you be praise and glory for ever.

Your light has shone in our darkened world

through the child-bearing of blessed Mary;

grant that we who have seen your glory

may daily be renewed in your image

and prepared like her for the coming of your Son,
who is the Lord and Saviour of all.

Blessed be God for ever.

Prayers of Penitence

When the Lord comes,

he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness,
and will disclose the purposes of the heart.

therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.

Lord God,

we have sinned against you;

we have done evil in your sight.

We are sorry and repent.

Have mercy on us according to your love.

Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.
Renew a right spirit within us

and restore us to the joy of your salvation,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Absolution

Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us

a kingdom that cannot be destroyed,

forgive you your sins, open your eyes to see God’s truth,
strengthen you to do God’s will

and give you the joy of his kingdom,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect
God our redeemer,
who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary
to be the mother of your Son:
grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour,
so we may be ready to greet him
when he comes again as our judge;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Old Testament/Epistle

Micah 5: 2-5a
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 1: 39-45 [46-55]

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
The Sermon
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The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God, begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession

These responses, or other suitable words, may be used

Let us pray to the Lord: or Maranatha.
Lord, have mercy. Come, Lord Jesus.
And at the end

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Peace

In the tender mercy of our God,
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us,
to give light to those who dwell in darkness
and in the shadow of death
and to guide our feet in the way of peace. Luke 1:78,79

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Offertory Hymn

Earth was waiting, spent and restless,
with a mingled hope and fear,
faithful men and women praying,
‘Surely, Lord, the day is near:

the Desire of all the nations -

itis time he should appear!’

Then the Spirit of the Highest
to a virgin meek came down,
and he burdened her with blessing,
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and he pained her with renown;
for she bore the Lord’s anointed
for his cross and for his crown.

Earth has groaned and laboured for him
since the ages first began,

forin him was hid the secret

which through all the ages ran -

Son of Mary, Son of David,

Son of God, and Son of Man.

Words: Walter Chalmers Smith (1824-1908)
Tune: Picardy, French carol melody

Preparation of the Table

The gifts of the people are gathered and presented.
The president takes the bread and wine.

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,

the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;

for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
All things come from you,

and of your own do we give you.

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
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You are worthy of our thanks and praise,

Lord God of truth, for by the breath of your mouth

you have spoken your word,

and all things have come into being.

You fashioned us in your image

and placed us in the garden of your delight.

Though we chose the path of rebellion

you would not abandon your own.

Again and again you drew us into your covenant of grace.
You gave your people the law and taught us by your prophets
to look for your reign of justice, mercy and peace.

As we watch for the signs of your kingdom on earth,

we echo the song of the angels in heaven,

evermore praising you and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord God, you are the most holy one,
enthroned in splendour and light,

yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ
you reveal the power of your love

made perfect in our human weakness.
Amen. Lord, we believe.

Embracing our humanity,

Jesus showed us the way of salvation;

loving us to the end, he gave himself to death for us;
dying for his own, he set us free from the bonds of sin,
that we might rise and reign with him in glory.

Amen. Lord, we believe.
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On the night he gave up himself for us all

he took bread and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do thisin remembrance of me.

Amen. Lord, we believe.

In the same way, after supper

he took the cup and gave you thanks;

he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
Amen. Lord, we believe.

Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross,
we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb,

we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on high

and we long for his coming in glory.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption,
Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation
be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
form us into the likeness of Christ

and make us a perfect offering in your sight.

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Look with favour on your people

and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts.

Bless the earth,

heal the sick,

let the oppressed go free

and fill your Church with power from on high.

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
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Gather your people from the ends of the earth
to feast with all your saints

at the table in your kingdom,

where the new creation is brought to perfection
in Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray for the coming of God’s Kingdom
as our Saviour has taught us:

AL

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.

The president breaks the consecrated bread.

Every time we eat this bread
And drink this cup,

We proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.
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Giving of Communion

Draw near with faith.

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ

Which he gave for you,

And his blood which he shed for you.

Eat and drink

in remembrance that he died for you,

and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
The president and people receive communion.

Prayer after Communion
Heavenly Father,
who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary
to be the mother of the promised saviour:
fill us your servants with your grace,
thatin all things we may embrace your holy will
and with her rejoice in your salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn
Hark the glad sound! the Saviour comes,
the Saviour promised long:
let every heart prepare a throne,
and every voice a song.

He comes, the prisoners to release
in Satan’s bondage held;

the gates of brass before him burst,
the iron fetters yield.

He comes, the broken heart to bind,
the bleeding soul to cure,

and with the treasures of his grace
to enrich the humble poor.
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Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
thy welcome shall proclaim;
and heaven’s eternal arches ring

with thy beloved name.
Philip Doddridge (1702-1751)
Tune: Bristol - Ravenscroft

The Dismissal Gospel

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark,
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and
saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come
near; repent and believe in the good news.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Blessing

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,

scatter the darkness from before your path,

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;
and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you always.

Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Materials in this booklet are drawn from Common Worship: Services and
Prayers for the Church of England, Common Worship: Pastoral Services, and
Common Worship: Daily Prayer, all of which are copyright © 2000

The Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England.
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