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INTRODUCTION 
 
 

Van Gogh (1853-90) had a special interest in sowers throughout 
his artistic career. He made over thirty drawings and paintings of 
them. The sower on the front of this week’s cover was painted in 
the autumn of 1888. At the time, Van Gogh was working together 
with Paul Gauguin Van Gogh used colours meant to express 
emotion and passion. He assigned the leading roles to the 
greenish-yellow of the sky and the purple of the field. The bright 
yellow sun looks like a halo, visually turning the sower into a 
saint. 
 

Our gospel reading this morning is Matthew’s version of the 
Parable of the Sower. I often think this is a bit of a misnomer for 
the parable isn’t really about the sower, nor is it about the seed 
(which is the same grain, the Gospel, broadcast generously by 
the sower). Rather the difference is in the destination of the 
seed, the ground, which is variously described as good soil, 
thorny, rocky and barren. 
 

Whilst we can think about the parable in terms of the response 
of individuals to the good news of Jesus, it also causes us to 
think about our own varying responses to the Word of God, 
where it is bearing fruit in our lives and where it is not, and if not 
why not? 
 

Yours in Christ 
 
 
 

The Revd Nicholas Cooper, Vicar of Frindsbury, Upnor & Chattenden 
 

Materials in this booklet are drawn from Common Worship: Services and 
Prayers for the Church of England, Common Worship: Pastoral Services, and 
Common Worship: Daily Prayer, all of which are copyright © 2000  
The Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England.   
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THE SERVICE 
 

Greeting & Opening Prayer 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

O Lord, open our lips: 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

O God, make speed to save us: 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now  
and shall be for ever. Amen 
 

Song 
 
In Christ alone my hope is found, 
he is my light, my strength, my song; 
this cornerstone, this solid ground, 
firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
when fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 
my comforter, my all in all, 
here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

In Christ alone, who took on flesh, 
fulness of God in helpless babe! 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
scorned by the one he came to save 
till on that cross as Jesus died, 
the wrath of God was satisfied 
for every sin on him was laid; 
here in the death of Christ I live.  
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There in the ground his body lay, 
light of the world by darkness slain 
then bursting forth its glorious day 
up from the grave he rose again! 
And as he stands in victory 
sin’s curse has lost its grip on me, 
for I am his and he is mine 
bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
this is the pow’r of Christ in me; 
from life’s first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 
no pow’r of hell, no scheme of man 
can ever pluck me from his hand; 
till he returns or calls me home, 
here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand! 
 

Stuart Townend/Keith Getty 2001 ThankyouMusic Admin by worshiptogether.com  

 
Confession & Absolution 

 

Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ 
So let us turn away from sin and turn to the Lord, 
confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 

We are often slow to follow the example of Christ. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

We often fail to be known as Christ’s disciples. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
We often fail to walk the way of the cross. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.  
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Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life 
eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, 
by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church 
is governed and sanctified: 
hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people, 
that in their vocation and ministry 
they may serve you in holiness and truth 
to the glory of your name; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
 

Reading 
 

Isaiah 55.10-13 – read by Alison 
 

Anthem  
 

Lead me, Lord (Samuel Sebastian Wesley) 
 

Reading 
 

Matthew 13.1-9, 18-23 – read by Alison. 
 

Address 
 

Judith Armitt 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
Let us declare our faith in God, Father Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers 
 
Our intercessions are led by Nan 
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As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
 

Peace to you from God our heavenly Father. 
Peace to you from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace. 
Peace to you from the Holy Spirit, the life-giver. 
The peace of the triune God be always with you. 
and also with you. 
 
We share the Grace and worship in church continues with a 
celebration of Holy Communion. 
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The post-communion prayer asks that God order his world so that 
we may be enabled to joyfully serve him. 
 

Grant, O Lord, we beseech you, 
that the course of this world may be 
      so peaceably ordered 
by your governance, 
that your Church may joyfully serve you in all godly quietness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Hymn 
 

You shall go out with joy 
and be led forth with peace, 
and the mountains and the hills 
shall break forth before you. 
There'll be shouts of joy 
and the trees of the field shall clap,  
shall clap their hands. 
 

And all the trees of the field 
shall clap their hands, 
and the trees of the field 
shall clap their hands, 
and the trees of the field 
shall clap their hands 
and you’ll go out with joy. 
 

Steffi Geiser Rubin | Stuart Dauermann 
© 1975 Lillenas Publishing Company (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

 
The Blessing 

 

God the Holy Trinity, make you strong in faith and love,  
defend you on every side, and guide you in truth and peace:  
and the blessing…    Amen. 


