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1 July 2020 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters 
 
 

We are re-opening for public worship this Sunday, 5 July! 
 
Further to my letter in the notice sheet for 28 June, regarding the re-opening of All Saints, 
guidance has emerged – largely along the lines expected. It will have implications for 
everyone. The churchwardens and I would be very grateful if you would read this letter as 
it will: 
 

a) Tell you what to expect. 
b) Help you decide whether you should come. 

 
It is important to say at the outset that this is new for all of us. It will be hard work and 
there will be changes along the way. It will be kept under review but my best guess is that 
much of what follows – derived from Government and Church of England guidance – will 
be in place for some time. 
 
When is the service? 
10.30am at All Saints, Frindsbury. However, we may consult on changing the time after 
Sunday 5 July. 
 
Please don’t arrive at the last minute as it is going to take us longer, because of social 
distancing requirements (2 metres), to get everyone seated. We are admitting everyone 
through the accessible entrance, i.e. the South door. If you have to wait to be admitted 
please observe social distancing. Cones will mark 2m. 
 
Will the service be recorded? 
Yes. Later in the day it will be made available online and via post, on paper, CD and DVD. 
Zoom services will cease although if needed we will review the timing. 
 
Who is welcome? 
God welcomes us unconditionally. Therefore, we want welcome everyone to All Saints 
with that same openness. However, there are reasons why you should consider very 
carefully whether it is right you to attend at this time. Our collective safety depends on 
each one of us being responsible and not putting others at risk. Our love and care for each 
other is shown in how we respond to this guidance and conduct ourselves in church. 
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You SHOULD NOT attend if: 
• You, or anyone in your household, has coronavirus or coronavirus symptoms. 
• You need assistance with mobility and you do not have someone in your household 

with you to assist, as the welcomers cannot assist you whilst maintaining a safe social 
distance. 

 
You are ADVISED NOT to attend if: 
• You are extremely clinically vulnerable and have been ‘shielding’. All who have 

received letters are extremely clinically vulnerable but there are other groups who are 
also deemed extremely clinically vulnerable. 

 
We HIGHLIGHT the guidance for over 70's: 
• Individuals who are over 70 are advised to stay at home as much as possible and, if 

they do go out, to take particular care to minimise contact with others outside of their 
household. 

 
How do I get to Church? 
Ideally, walk, cycle or drive. But, cars should only be shared by members of the same 
household. We do not recommend or encourage the giving of lifts. If public transport is 
your only option, then you must wear a face mask on public transport. 
 
Should I bring anything? 
Good hand hygiene is vitally important at this time. Hand sanitiser will be provided on 
entrance and exit. You may need it at other times, for example if you sneeze. We would 
encourage you to bring your own hand sanitiser and tissues for personal/household use 
during the service.  
 
You may wish to wear a face covering. It is not a requirement and primarily serves to 
protect others if you are infected but do not realise it. 
 
Bibles have been removed from the pews so please bring your own, especially if reading! 
 
All pew runners and hassocks have been removed so, if you want a softer seat please 
bring your own cushion and take it home with you. 
 
What will the service be like? 
It will be a Service of the Word which will last about 30 minutes (a similar format to the 
recorded service). After this, people will be free to leave. For those who wish to stay there 
will be a short celebration of holy communion lasting 15 minutes. 
 
People are free to leave after the Service of the Word. However, the participation in the 
celebration of Holy Communion assumes that people will have been in attendance for the 
Service of the Word. 
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Spot the difference… 
There will be so many differences from our previous acts of worship there are no prizes for 
spotting the difference I’m afraid! 
 

• You will be guided to a seat. These have been marked.  
• Households may sit together but 2m apart from others. 
• Children MUST remain with their household throughout the service. Because of 

social distancing we cannot give them ‘freedom to roam’. 
• We are not allowed to sing or speak loudly. (Singing and speaking loudly are two 

activities that project moisture droplets that could contain, and therefore spread, 
the virus.) 

• The minister and readers will stand further from the congregation than normal. 
• Our services will therefore make use of music and videos in a similar way to the 

recorded services. 
• At communion we will use wafers not bread. 
• Only the priest will be able to receive the chalice. 
• Communion will be distributed differently. 
• Services have to be concluded in the shortest reasonable time. 

 
If you need to use the WC facilities you will be given a wipe to use on the handles and seat. 
 
We are not offering refreshments after the service. When you are outside you can meet in 
groups of up to six people from different households, following social distancing 
guidelines. 
 
In summary, I know this will sound extremely strange. However, I suspect that we have 
already discovered many of these principles and practices in workplaces, shops, 
businesses etc. Please bear with us as we seek to offer the best worship we can, as 
safely as we can to as many as we can for the greater glory of God. 
 
With love and prayers, 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
The Reverend Nicholas Cooper 
Vicar of Frindsbury with Upnor and Chattenden 


