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INTRODUCTION 
 
 

After setting out the challenges and discomforts that the 
disciples will face in their mission in last week’s reading, Jesus 
goes on to speak of welcome. Those who welcome the disciples 
welcome Jesus, and those who welcome Jesus welcome the 
Father. It is a wonderful truth that we can be the bearer Christ to 
others. One of our Church priorities is that of welcome. 
 
Our cover image this week is the icon of The Hospitality of 
Abraham, painted by Andrei Rublev (ca. 1360 – ca. 1428). It 
depicts the story in Genesis 18 when three angels visited 
Abraham at the Oaks of Mamre. The figures around the table 
leave a space, inviting the viewer to take their place at table. 
Although it is traditionally interpreted as an icon of the Holy 
Trinity this is not without controversy – but that’s for another 
day! 
 
Focussing on the image, as we begin to think about returning to 
public worship in Church, what does the open side of the table 
speak to you of? Your desire to join the table? A reminder of 
those who are missing? The welcome we need to offer to others? 
Something else? 
 

Yours in Christ 
 
 
 
Nicholas Cooper, Vicar of Frindsbury, Upnor and Chattenden 
 

Materials in this booklet are drawn from Common Worship: Services and 
Prayers for the Church of England, Common Worship: Pastoral Services, and 
Common Worship: Daily Prayer, all of which are copyright © 2000  
The Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England.   
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THE SERVICE 
 

Greeting & Opening Prayer 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
O Lord, open our lips: 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
O God, make speed to save us: 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now  
and shall be for ever. Amen 
 
Pause for reflection at the beginning of the day. 
 

Hymn 
 

Only by grace can we enter  
 
Our CCLI licence does not allow us to reproduce the words of this 
hymn in an order of service distributed on the internet. We are 
able to print them for those receiving the order of service by post 
or email.  
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Gerrit Gustafson 1990 Integrity Hosanna Music/Kingsway’s Thankyou Music 

 
Confession & Absolution 

 
Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ 
So let us turn away from sin and turn to the Lord, 
confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 

We are often slow to follow the example of Christ. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

We often fail to be known as Christ’s disciples. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
We often fail to walk the way of the cross. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life 
eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Collect 
 
Almighty God, 
you have broken the tyranny of sin 
and have sent the Spirit of your Son into our hearts 
whereby we call you Father: 
give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your service, 
that we and all creation may be brought 
to the glorious liberty of the children of God; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

Reading 
 

Romans 6.12-end – read by Robert (recorded) and Jan (Zoom) 
 

Reading 
 

Matthew 10.40-end – read by Robert (recorded) and Jan (Zoom) 
 

Address 
 

Sue Vallente-Kerr  
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
Let us declare our faith in God, Father Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers 
 
Our intercessions are led by Anne. 
 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one as our Saviour taught 
us, so we pray: 
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Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The post communion prayer for this week: 
 
O God, whose beauty is beyond our imagining 
and whose power we cannot comprehend: 
show us your glory as far as we can grasp it, 
and shield us from knowing more than we can bear 
until we may look upon you without fear; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
 

Hymn 
 

All my hope on God is founded; 
he doth still my trust renew. 
Me through change and chance he guideth, 
only good and only true. 
God unknown, he alone 
calls my heart to be his own. 
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Human pride and earthly glory, 
sword and crown betray his trust; 
what with care and toil he buildeth, 
tower and temple, fall to dust. 
But God’s power, hour by hour, 
is my temple and my tower. 
 

God’s great goodness aye endureth,  
deep his wisdom passing thought:  
splendour, light and life attend him, 
beauty springeth out of naught. 
Evermore  from his store, 
new-born worlds rise and adore. 
 

Still from earth to God eternal 
sacrifice of praise be done, 
high above all praises praising 
for the gift of Christ his Son. 
Christ doth call one and all: 
ye who follow shall not fall. 

 
The Peace and Blessing 

 
Peace to you from God our heavenly Father. 
Peace to you from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace. 
Peace to you from the Holy Spirit, the life-giver. 
The peace of the triune God be always with you. 
and also with you. 
 

God the Holy Trinity, make you strong in faith and love,  
defend you on every side, and guide you in truth and peace:  
and the blessing… 
Amen. 

Words: Robert Seymour Bridges (1884-1930)  
based on Meine Hoffnung stehet feste, by 

Joachim Neander (1650-1680) 
Tune: Michael,  

Herbert Norman Howells (1892-1983) 

 


