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INTRODUCTION 
 
 

This icon of Jesus holding a sword from the C14 is quite striking. 
It is not an image we often hold. Most Christians would be more 
familiar with the proverb derived from Matthew (26:52) – ‘those 
who live by the sword shall die by the sword’. Swords are 
weapons designed to take life. 
 

Yet in today’s gospel text (Matthew 10:24-39) we are presented 
with one of Jesus’ hard sayings – ‘Do not think I have come to 
bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a 
sword’. The nature of the sword’s blade is to separate, and this 
is what Jesus speaks of – setting a man against his father, a 
daughter against her mother. Again, all of these are hard 
sayings. We need to be careful, whilst not softening them or 
robbing them of their challenge, not to take them literally.  
 

There are separations which are life-giving. Babies have to be 
physically separated from their mother at birth, grown-up 
children have to separate from parents to marry. The sword of 
separation that Jesus carries unbinds and brings freedom. It 
does not take life but gives live. It can separate us from our old 
life that we might life a new life. During lockdown we have been 
separated from those we love and that has been very painful. 
But can you think of some separations that have been good? 
Less materialism, less hurry, less emphasis on the trivial? 
 

Yours in Christ 
 
 
 
Nicholas Cooper, Vicar of Frindsbury, Upnor and Chattenden 
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THE SERVICE 
 

Greeting & Opening Prayer 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
O Lord, open our lips: 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
O God, make speed to save us: 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now  
and shall be for ever. Amen 
 
Pause for reflection at the beginning of the day. 
 

Hymn 
 

At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, 
every tongue confess him King of glory now: 
'tis the Father's pleasure we should call Him Lord, 
who from the beginning was the mighty Word. 
 
At his voice creation sprang at once to sight, 
all the angel faces, all the hosts of light, 
thrones and dominations stars upon their way 
all the heavenly orders in their great array. 
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Surely, this Lord Jesus shall return again, 
with His Father's glory with His angel-train; 
for all wreaths of empire meet upon His brow, 
and our hearts confess Him King of glory now. 
 

Words: Caroline Maria Noel (1817-77) 
Tune: Camberwell, Michael Brierley (b. 1932) 

 
Confession & Absolution 

 
Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ 
So let us turn away from sin and turn to the Lord, 
confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 

God be gracious to us and bless us, 
and make your face shine upon us: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

May your ways be known on the earth, 
your saving power among the nations: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 

You, Lord, have made known your salvation, 
and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life 
eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Collect 
 

Lord, you have taught us 
that all our doings without love are nothing worth: 
send your Holy Spirit 
and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love, 
the true bond of peace and of all virtues, 
without which whoever lives is counted dead before you. 
Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Readings 
 

Romans 6.1b-11 – read by Jane (recorded) and John (Zoom) 
 

Matthew 10.24-39 – read by Jane (recorded) and John (Zoom) 
 

Address 
 

Nicholas Cooper 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 
Let us declare our faith in God, Father Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
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On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers 
 
Our intercessions are led by Sue 
 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one as our Saviour taught 
us, so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
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The post communion prayer this week is a painful reminder that 
we are unable to be fed at the Lord’s table. We pray fervently for 
that day when we are able to gather again. Meanwhile we ask 
God our Father to grow us in faith, hope and love. 
 
Loving Father, 
we thank you for feeding us at the supper of your Son: 
sustain us with your Spirit, 
that we may serve you here on earth 
until our joy is complete in heaven, 
and we share in the eternal banquet 
with Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Hymn 
 

Through all the changing scenes of life 
in trouble and in joy, 
the praises of my God shall still 
my heart and tongue employ. 
 

O magnify the Lord with me, 
with me exalt his name; 
when in distress to him I called, 
he to my rescue came. 
 

The hosts of God encamp around 
the dwellings of the just; 
deliverance he affords to all 
who on his succour trust. 
 

Fear Him, ye saints and you will then 
have nothing else to fear; 
make you his service your delight 
your wants shall be his care. 
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To Father, Son and Holy Ghost, 
the God whom we adore, 
be glory, as it was, is now, 
and shall be evermore. 
 

Words: Nahum Tate (1652-1715) & Nicholas Brady (1659-1726) 
Tune: Wiltshire, George Thomas Smart (1776-1867) 

 
The Peace and Blessing 

 
Peace to you from God our heavenly Father. 
Peace to you from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace. 
Peace to you from the Holy Spirit, the life-giver. 
The peace of the triune God be always with you. 
and also with you. 
 

God the Holy Trinity, make you strong in faith and love,  
defend you on every side, and guide you in truth and peace:  
and the blessing…  
Amen. 
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