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INTRODUCTION 
 
 

Our cover picture this week is instantly recognisable. Originally 
titled ‘Landscape: Noon’ when it was painted in 1821 by John 
Constable RA (1776 – 1837), we know it as ‘The Hay Wain’. It 
depicts a farm wagon crossing the river towards the harvest 
fields, where labourers are bringing in the harvest. In today’s 
gospel Jesus tells his disciples, ‘the harvest is plentiful, but the 
labourers are few’. 
 

Many are working from home at the moment, so called ‘remote 
working’. Appropriately, this painting is an example of remote 
working. Constable had to paint it in a hurry in his London 
studio. He used historic sketches he had made ten years earlier 
and wrote to a local artist to make some studies. Unfortunately, 
the study was of a wood cart, not a hay wain (which would have 
much higher sides to hold the hay) so the new title is a 
misnomer! 
 

Taken together with our Gospel reading, the painting prompts 
some searching questions for us as Christians. Where will the 
harvest be as we come out of lockdown? How do we get to the 
‘fields’ – what ‘rivers’ will we need to cross to reach the harvest? 
Have we got the right ‘cart’ to bring in the harvest? Are we ready 
to go to bring in the harvest? 
 

Yours in Christ 
 
 
 

Nicholas Cooper, Vicar of Frindsbury, Upnor and Chattenden 
 

Materials in this booklet are drawn from Common Worship: Services and 
Prayers for the Church of England, Common Worship: Pastoral Services, and 
Common Worship: Daily Prayer, all of which are copyright © 2000  
The Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England.   
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THE SERVICE 
 

Greeting & Opening Prayer 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
O Lord, open our lips: 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
O God, make speed to save us: 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now  
and shall be for ever. Amen 
 
Pause for reflection at the beginning of the day. 
 

Hymn 
 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, 
 
Our CCLI licence does not allow us to reproduce the words of this 
hymn in an order of service distributed on the internet. We are 
able to print them for those receiving the order of service by post 
or email.  
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Words and Music: David Evans (b. 1957) 

 
Confession & Absolution 

 
Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ 
So let us turn away from sin and turn to the Lord, 
confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 

God be gracious to us and bless us, 
and make your face shine upon us: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

May your ways be known on the earth, 
your saving power among the nations: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy.  
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You, Lord, have made known your salvation, 
and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life 
eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 
O God, the strength of all those who put their trust in you, 
mercifully accept our prayers 
and, because through the weakness of our mortal nature 
we can do no good thing without you, 
grant us the help of your grace, 
that in the keeping of your commandments 
we may please you both in will and deed; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Reading 
 

Exodus 19.2-8a – read by Jill. 
 

Reading 
 

Matthew 9.35-10.8 – read by Jill. 
 

Address 
 

Nicholas Cooper  
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
Let us declare our faith in God, Father Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers 
 
Our intercessions are led by Carole 
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Gathering our prayers and praises into one as our Saviour taught 
us, so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The post communion prayer this week is a painful reminder that 
we are unable to be fed at the Lord’s table. We pray fervently for 
that day when we are able to gather again. Meanwhile we ask 
God our Father to grow us in faith, hope and love. 
 
Eternal Father, we thank you for nourishing us with these 
heavenly gifts: may our communion strengthen us in faith, build 
us up in hope, and make us grow in love; for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Hymn 
 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,  
whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy; 
be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,  
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.  



Page 8  Ver: 1.1 

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,  
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe; 
be there at our labours, and give us, we pray, 
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.  
 
Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,  
your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace; 
be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.  
 
Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,  
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm; 
be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.  

 
Words: Joyce Placzek (Jan Struther) (1901-1953) 

Tune: Slane, traditional Irish melody 

 
The Peace and Blessing 

 
Peace to you from God our heavenly Father. 
Peace to you from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace. 
Peace to you from the Holy Spirit, the life-giver. 
The peace of the triune God be always with you. 
and also with you. 
 

God the Holy Trinity, make you strong in faith and love,  
defend you on every side, and guide you in truth and peace:  
and the blessing…  
Amen. 


