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INTRODUCTION 
 

This week’s cover depicts the scene from our Acts reading – Paul 
preaching at Athens. It is one of a series of preliminary drawings 
Raphael made in about 1515-1516 as designs for tapestries to be 
hung in the Sistine Chapel. The original belongs to Her Majesty the 
Queen and is loaned to the Victoria and Albert Museum. It has been 
copied and re-interpreted several times. 
 

St Paul is preaching the Good News of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles. 
Paul would have been familiar with the temple in Jerusalem, with 
its Courtyard of the Gentiles (the court of the people). This was a 
space which everyone could enter, Jews and non-Jews, circumcised 
and uncircumcised. Here the rabbis and teachers of the law 
gathered ready to listen to people’s questions about God, and to 
respond in a respectful and compassionate exchange. Now Paul is 
leaving the traditional and familiar, to ‘play on away turf’ – to share 
the Gospel with people where they are. 
 

This is a lesson we are having to learn – we have been too used to 
‘playing a home game’ asking people to come to us. We, like Paul, 
will have to leave the traditional and familiar and, engage with 
people where they are. At the moment that is often on-line, but 
when restrictions are lifted, I wonder what the ‘away ground’ will 
look like and how we will proclaim the God, who is too often, 
unknown to so many? 
 

 Yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
Nicholas Cooper 
Vicar of Frindsbury, Upnor and Chattenden 
 

Materials in this booklet are drawn from Common Worship: Services and 
Prayers for the Church of England, Common Worship: Pastoral Services, and 
Common Worship: Daily Prayer, all of which are copyright © 2000  
The Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England.   
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THE SERVICE 
 

The Easter Greeting 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Faithful one, whose word is life: 
come with saving power 
to free our praise, 
inspire our prayer 
and shape our lives 
for the kingdom of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Pause for reflection at the beginning of the day. 
 

Hymn 
 

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
 
Our CCLI licence does not allow us to reproduce the words of this 
hymn in an order of service distributed on the internet. We are 
able to print them for those receiving the order of service by post 
or email.  
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Words: John MacLeod Campbell Crum (1872 – 1958) 
Tune: Fifteenth century French Carol, harmonised by David Iliff (b.1939)  

 
Confession & Absolution 

 
Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 
 

May your loving mercy come to me, O Lord, 
and your salvation according to your word: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Your word is a lantern to my feet and a light to my path: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 

O let your mercy come to me that I may live, 
for your law is my delight: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
May God who loved the world so much 
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 
forgive us our sins 
and make us holy to serve him in the world, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Welcome of our Newly Licensed Lay Minister  
 
A short interview with Judy. 
 
I present to you Judy who was admitted and licensed as a Lay 
Minister by the Bishop of Rochester in the cathedral yesterday. 
Will you welcome and uphold her in her new ministry for Christ?  
With the help of God, we will. 
 

The Collect 
 
God our redeemer, 
you have delivered us from the power of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us 
to eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Reading 
 

Acts 17:22-31 – read by Janice. 
 

Reading 
 

John 14:15-21 – read by Janice. 
 

Address 
 

Carole Morrad 
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Declaration of Faith 
 
Let us declare our faith 
in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, 
and to all the apostles: 
this we have received, 
and this we believe. Amen.  
 

Although we are unable to share in the breaking of the bread at 
this time, the post communion prayer asks that we only thirst for 
Christ, in whom our deepest hopes and longings are satisfied. 
 
God our Father,  
whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life:  
may we thirst for you,  
the spring of life and source of goodness,  
through him who is alive and reigns,  
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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Prayers 
 
Our intercessions are led by Sue. 
 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one as our Saviour taught 
us, so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

Hymn 
 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
 
Our CCLI licence does not allow us to reproduce the words of this 
hymn in an order of service distributed on the internet. We are 
able to print them for those receiving the order of service by post 
or email.  
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Words: Stuart K. Hine (1899-1989) 
Music: Swedish folk melody arranged by Stuart K. Hine (1899-1989) 

 
The Peace and Blessing 

 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will; 
and the blessing of God almighty…    Amen. 


