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INTRODUCTION 
 
 

This week’s painting is by William Henry Margetson (1861-1940). He 
was most famous for his portraits of young women but he also 
created allegorical and religious artworks.  
 

Although I quite like this, as a picture, I personally think that most 
artistic representations of the ascension look faintly ridiculous. This 
is perhaps one occasion where a picture does not paint a thousand 
words. But I think one of the reasons I generally dislike them is they 
visually imply Jesus leaving us until he returns again. This 
completely misses the point of the Ascension! I offer a short piece 
from one of Martin Luther’s sermons on the wonderful theological 
truth that the Ascension holds for us. Paradoxically, Jesus leaves us 
so that he may be with us: 
 

“That is to say, not only does he sit up there [heaven] but he is also 
down here [earth]. And for this purpose did he ascend up thither, that 
he might be down here, that he might fill all things and be everywhere 
present; which thing he could not do had he remained on earth, for 
here in the body he could not have been present with all. He ascended 
to heaven, where all hearts can see him, where he can deal with all 
men, that he might fill all creation.  
 

Christ ascends in order to be with all and in all. A vital truth to be 
embraced in our time. 
 

Yours in Him, 
 
 
 
Nicholas Cooper 
Vicar of Frindsbury, Upnor and Chattenden 
 

Materials in this booklet are drawn from Common Worship: Services and 
Prayers for the Church of England, Common Worship: Pastoral Services, and 
Common Worship: Daily Prayer, all of which are copyright © 2000  
The Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England.   
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THE SERVICE 
 

The Easter Greeting 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

Opening Prayer 
 
 

Pause for reflection at the beginning of the day. 
 
As we wait in silence  
Make us ready for your coming Spirit 
As we listen to your word  
Make us ready for your coming Spirit 
As we worship you in majesty  
Make us ready for your coming Spirit 
As we long for your refreshing  
Make us ready for your coming Spirit 
As we long for your renewing  
Make us ready for your coming Spirit 
As we long for your equipping  
Make us ready for your coming Spirit 
As we long for your empowering  
Make us ready for your coming Spirit 
 

Hymn 
 

Hail the day that sees him rise,    Alleluia 
to his throne above the skies;    Alleluia 
Christ, the Lamb for sinners given,    Alleluia 
enters now the highest heaven.    Alleluia 
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There for him high triumph waits; 
lift your heads, eternal gates. 
He hath conquered death and sin; 
take the King of Glory in. 
 
Lo, the heaven its Lord receives, 
yet he loves the earth he leaves; 
though returning to his throne, 
still he calls mankind his own. 
 
Lord though parted from our sight, 
far beyond the starry height, 
grant our hearts may thither rise, 
seeking theebeyond the skies. 
 

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-88) , Thomas Cotterill (1779-1823) 
Tune: Llanfair probably by Robert Williams (1782-1818)  

 
Confession & Absolution 

 
Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 
 
We have lived by our own strength, 
and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 
as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us.  



Ver: 1.0  Page 5 

We have lived for this world alone, 
and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 
O God the King of glory, 
you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 
with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 
we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, 
but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us 
and exalt us to the place  

where our Saviour Christ is gone before, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Reading 
 

Acts 1:6-14 – read by Annie. 
 

Reading 
 

John 17:1-11 – read by Annie. 
 

Address 
 

Sue Vallente-Kerr 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
Let us declare our faith in God, Father Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Although we are unable to share in the breaking of the bread at 
this time, the post communion prayer asks that we are confirmed 
in our mission. 
 

Eternal God, giver of love and power, 
your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world 
to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 
confirm us in this mission, 
and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Prayers 
 
Our intercessions are led by Anne 
 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one as our Saviour taught 
us, so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

Hymn 
 

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
does his successive journeys run; 
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 
People and realms of every tongue 
dwell on his love with sweetest song, 
and infant voices shall proclaim 
their early blessings on his name. 
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Blessings abound where’er he reigns: 
the prisoner leaps to lose his chains; 
the weary find eternal rest, 
and all the sons of want are blest. 
 
Let every creature rise and bring 
peculiar honours to our King; 
angels descend with songs again, 
and earth repeat the loud Amen. 

 
Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 

Tune: Truro (Psalmodica Evangelica, 1789) 

 
The Peace and Blessing 

 
God has made us one in Christ. 
He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come, 
has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, 
Give you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
And strengthen you to proclaim the word and works of God; 
and the blessing of God almighty…    Amen. 


