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INTRODUCTION 
 

Pentecost, by El Greco (‘The Greek’, Domenikos Theotokopoulos, 
1541-1614) depicts the moment when the Holy Ghost, in the form of 
flames, rests on the Virgin and the Apostles on Pentecost in 
Jerusalem, as told in today’s reading. The work was painted as part 
of the main altarpiece for the church of the Augustinian College of 
María de Aragón in Madrid, a seminary. 
 

The painting has a very unusual vertical composition, vivid colour 
and unnatural light – all of which combine to produce a dramatic 
powerful image befitting of the scene it depicts. El Greco’s later 
works were not fully appreciated, and even late into the nineteenth 
century it was believed that he had possibly lost his mind. However, 
his work was understood by and inspired another generation, 
including Manet, Degas, and Picasso. This combination of altarpiece 
painter and pioneer of modern art has earned him a unique place in 
art history. 
 

The gift of the Holy Spirit means so much to us. First, of course, it is 
given that we might receive power to fulfil the Great Commission 
that Jesus gives us, but there are gifts and fruits of the Spirit too. 
The startling perspective of this painting can be a reminder that we 
too need to look at things afresh and that our actions may bear fruit 
in generations yet to come. 
 
Yours in Him, 
 
 
 
Nicholas Cooper 
Vicar of Frindsbury, Upnor and Chattenden 
 

Materials in this booklet are drawn from Common Worship: Services and 
Prayers for the Church of England, Common Worship: Pastoral Services, and 
Common Worship: Daily Prayer, all of which are copyright © 2000  
The Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England.   
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THE SERVICE 
 

The Easter Greeting 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Pause for reflection at the beginning of the day. 
 
As we wait in silence  
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we listen to your word  
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we worship you in majesty  
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we long for your refreshing  
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we long for your renewing  
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we long for your equipping  
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we long for your empowering  
fill us with your Spirit. 
 

Hymn 
 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
fill me with life anew, 
that I may love what thou dost love, 
and do what thou wouldst do. 
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Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
until my heart is pure; 
until with thee I will one will, 
to do and to endure. 
 
Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
till I am wholly thine; 
until this earthly part of me 
glows with thy fire divine. 
 
Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
so shall I never die, 
but live with thee the perfect life 
of thine eternity. 

Words: Edwin Hatch (1835-89) 
Tune: Trentham, Robert Jackson (1840-1914) 

 
Prayer for Personal Renewal 

 
Be with us, Spirit of God; 
Nothing can separate us from your love. 
 
Breath on us, breath of God; 
Fill us with your saving power. 
 
Speak in us, wisdom of God; 
Bring strength, healing and peace. 
 
Blessed are you, sovereign God and eternal Father. 
Daily your Spirit renews the face of the earth, 
bringing strength out of weakness, 
hope out of despair 
and life out of death. 
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May the power of your Spirit rest upon us; 
that we may know your acceptance and adoption,  
your equipping and empowering. 
Form us in the likeness of Christ, 
that we may witness to your astonishing love, 
and fill us afresh with life in all its fulness. 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Let us bless the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Let us praise and bless God forever. 

The Collect 
 
God, who as at this time 
taught the hearts of your faithful people 
by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit: 
grant us by the same Spirit 
to have a right judgement in all things 
and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; 
through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Reading 
 

Acts 2.1-21 – read by Lesley. 
 

Reading 
 

John 20.19-23 – read by Lesley. 
 

Address 
 

Nicholas Cooper  
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
Let us declare our faith in God, Father Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Although we are unable to share in the breaking of the bread at 
this time, the post communion prayer asks that our lips may tell of 
God’s glory to all. 
 

Faithful God, who fulfilled the promises of Easter 
by sending us your Holy Spirit 
and opening to every race and nation the way of life eternal: 
open our lips by your Spirit, 
that every tongue may tell of your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Prayers 
 
Our intercessions are led by Judith 
 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one as our Saviour taught 
us, so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

Hymn 
 

Holy Spirit, living breath of God 
 
Our CCLI licence does not allow us to reproduce the words of this 
hymn in an order of service distributed on the internet. We are 
able to print them for those receiving the order of service by post 
or email.  
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Words & Music : Keith Getty (b. 1974) and Stuart Townend (b. 1963) 
 

 
The Peace and Blessing 

 
God has made us one in Christ. 
He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come, 
has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, 
Give you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
And strengthen you to proclaim the word and works of God; 
and the blessing of God almighty…    Amen. 


