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INTRODUCTION 
 

I didn’t choose a piece of classical art for the front cover this week, 
but rather a re-working of the familiar recycling symbol. Many social 
commentators are suggesting that after this present crisis, people 
will be choosing to make significant changes about how they want 
to live in the future. 
 

In our lesson from Acts we learn of how the first disciples lived 
together. It was a radical and challenging way of life. In worldly 
terms it might have seemed too challenging. And yet when this life 
was lived out, it became deeply attractive, so attractive that many 
followed. 
 

In her sermon Judith invites us to carefully consider the changes we 
are seeing around us, asks how we live and love during the 
coronavirus pandemic, and to consider how we make those changes 
more permanent for the glory of God. 
 

Yours in Christ 
 
 
 
 
Nicholas Cooper 
Vicar of Frindsbury, Upnor and Chattenden 
 

P.S. A piece of mathematical trivia from Nicholas J… The re-cycling 
symbol is a two-dimensional representation of a Möbius band – a single 
surface with two edges. Make a loop with a paper strip but put a half 
twist in it before joining the ends. It has several interesting mathematical 
properties (trying cutting it in half along the centre line). However, it is 
also useful practically, for example as drive belts on old axle driven 
machinery to share the wear evenly on both side of the belt.  
 

Materials in this booklet are drawn from Common Worship: Services and 
Prayers for the Church of England, Common Worship: Pastoral Services, and 
Common Worship: Daily Prayer, all of which are copyright © 2000  
The Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England.   
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THE SERVICE 
 

The Easter Greeting 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Faithful one, whose word is life: 
come with saving power 
to free our praise, 
inspire our prayer 
and shape our lives 
for the kingdom of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Pause for reflection at the beginning of the day. 
 

Hymn 
 
The King is among us. 
 
Our CCLI licence does not allow us to reproduce the words of this 
hymn in an order of service distributed on the internet. We are 
able to print them for those receiving the order of service by post 
or email.  
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Words & Music: Graham Kendrick © 1981 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Integrity Music) 

 
Confession & Absolution 

 
Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 
 

We have lived by our own strength, 
and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 

We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 
as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 

We have lived for this world alone, 
and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
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May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 
Almighty God, 
whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: 
raise us, who trust in him, 
from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, 
that we may seek those things which are above, 
where he reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
Reading 

 
Acts 2:42-end – read by John. 
 

Reading 
 
John 10:1-10 – read by John. 

 
Address 

 
Judith Armitt  
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
Let us declare our faith in God, Father Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Although we are unable to share in the breaking of the bread at 
this time, the post communion prayer reminds us of the care of 
Jesus, the Good Shepherd. 
 
Merciful Father, you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good 
shepherd, and in his love for us to lay down his life and rise 
again: keep us always under his protection, and give us grace to 
follow in his steps; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Prayers 
 
We pray for the Church, the world, our local community and those 
who suffer. Led by Carole. 
 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one as our Saviour taught 
us, so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

Hymn 
 

I will sing the wondrous story 
of the Christ who died for me, 
how he left the realms of glory 
for the cross on Calvary. 
Yes, I’ll sing the wondrous story 
of the Christ who died for me –  
sing it with his saints in glory, 
gathered by the crystal sea. 
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I was lost but Jesus found me, 
found the sheep that went astray, 
raised me up and gently led me 
back into the narrow way. 
Days of darkness still may meet me, 
sorrow’s path I oft may tread; 
but his presence still is with me, 
by his guiding hand I’m led. 
 
He will keep me till the river 
rolls its waters at my feet: 
then he’ll bear me safely over, 
made by grace for glory meet. 
Yes, I’ll sing the wondrous story 
of the Christ who died for me –  
sing it with his saints in glory, 
gathered by the crystal sea. 

Words: Francis Harold Rowley (184-1952) 
Tune: Hyfrydol, Rowland Huw Prichard (1811-87) 

 
The Peace and Blessing 

 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will; 
and the blessing of God almighty…    Amen. 


