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INTRODUCTION 
 

When I was at university, a friend had a poster like the image on the 
front cover, pinned above his desk. Underneath was written ‘Two 
roads diverged in a wood…’ It was only some years later that I 
discovered Robert Frost’s poem ‘The Road not Taken’. It ends… 
 

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I –  
I took the one less travelled by, 
And that has made all the difference. 

 

Our Bible is filled with journey upon journey, of people travelling, 
and in doing so, encountering God. Human beings naturally travel, 
for food, work and, leisure. We make sense of our lives by 
understanding them as journeys, as the unfolding story of who we 
are, how we relate and how we live in the world. One of the many 
challenges of lockdown has been the restrictions against travel. 
When we cease our frenetic activity, when we are alone, we find it 
more difficult to make sense our existence and purpose. 
 

Our gospel for today is a valuable reminder that we can only truly 
live life as God intends it for us, and make sense of where we are 
going, when our life’s journey joins with that of Jesus Christ, who is 
the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
 

Yours in Him, 
 
 
 
 
Nicholas Cooper 
Vicar of Frindsbury, Upnor and Chattenden 
 
 

Materials in this booklet are drawn from Common Worship: Services and 
Prayers for the Church of England, Common Worship: Pastoral Services, and 
Common Worship: Daily Prayer, all of which are copyright © 2000  
The Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England.   
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THE SERVICE 
 

The Easter Greeting 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Faithful one, whose word is life: 
come with saving power 
to free our praise, 
inspire our prayer 
and shape our lives 
for the kingdom of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Pause for reflection at the beginning of the day. 
 

Hymn 
 
How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
in a believer's ear! 
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds, 
and drives away his fear. 
 
It makes the wounded spirit whole, 
and calms the troubled breast; 
'tis manna to the hungry soul, 
and to the weary rest. 
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Dear name! The rock on which I build, 
my shield and hiding-place, 
my never-failing treasury filled 
with boundless stores of grace. 
 
Jesus! My Shepherd, Brother, Friend, 
My Prophet, Priest, and King, 
my Lord, my Life, my Way, my End 
accept the praise I bring. 
 

Words: John Newton (1725-1807) 
Tune: St. Peter, Alexander Robert Reinagle (1799-1877) 

 
Confession & Absolution 

 
Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 
 

May your loving mercy come to me, O Lord, 
and your salvation according to your word: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Your word is a lantern to my feet and a light to my path: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 

O let your mercy come to me that I may live, 
for your law is my delight: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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May God who loved the world so much 
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 
forgive us our sins 
and make us holy to serve him in the world, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 
Almighty God, 
who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ 
have overcome death and opened to us 

the gate of everlasting life: 
grant that, as by your grace going before us 
you put into our minds good desires, 
so by your continual help 
we may bring them to good effect; 
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Reading 

 
Acts 7:55-end – read by Alison. 
 

Reading 
 
John 14:1-14 – read by Alison. 

 
Address 

 
Nicholas Cooper  
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Declaration of Faith 
 
Let us declare our faith 
in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, 
and to all the apostles: 
this we have received, 
and this we believe. Amen.  
 
 
Although we are unable to share in the breaking of the bread at 
this time, the post communion prayer asks for grace that we 
continue to walk in the way of Jesus Christ. 
 
Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and 
the life: grant us to walk in his way, to rejoice in his truth, and to 
share his risen life; who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
Amen.  
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Prayers 
 
Our intercession are led by Annie 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one as our Saviour taught 
us, so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

Hymn 
 

To God be the glory, great things he has done! 
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 
who yielded his life an atonement for sin 
and opened the life-gate that all may go in. 
 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 
Let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 
Let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son, 
and give him the glory! Great things he has done! 
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O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood! 
To every believer the promise of God! 
The vilest offender who truly believes, 
that moment from Jesus a pardon receives. 
 
Great things he has taught us, great things he has done, 
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 
but purer and higher and greater will be 
our wonder, our rapture, when Jesus we see. 

 
Words: Fanny Crosby (Francis Jane van Alstyne) (1820-1915) 

Music: George Washington Doane (1799-1859) 

 
The Peace and Blessing 

 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will; 
and the blessing of God almighty…    Amen. 


