
Notices 
Week beginning Sunday, 03 May 2020 
 
VIRTUAL DROP-IN CAFÉ 
 
This continues to ‘meet’ on Wednesdays at 10.30am via the Zoom application. It is 
accessible from a smart phone, tablet, or computer (Apple, Android or Windows). It is very 
easy to join. You should email Nicholas or Sue for an invitation link and password. You will 
need to enter the password and remember to ‘join with computer audio’ – otherwise we’ll 
see each other but there will be no sound for you or from you for the rest of the group. 
 
ALL SAINTS OPEN GARDENS 2020 
 
It is unlikely that restrictions will be lifted in time for people to enjoy 
each other’s gardens as we have over the last couple of years. So, on 
1st and 15th days of the month, you are invited to send some images 
of your garden which will be put up on the website. Please ensure 
the are no images of people and also ensure you do not compromise 
your home security by what you show. Please speak to Nigel or David 
for further details and to ‘register’. 
 
MEDWAY FOODBANK 
 
You will all be aware of the pressure that many families are facing with respect to feeding  
themselves. The work of the Medway Foodbank has become even more important. You can 
practically support from home (if you are financially able) in the following ways: 
 

• Financial Donations - https://medway.foodbank.org.uk/give-
help/donate-money/ 

• Prayer 
• Spareable app – a free download which allows you to make 

food donations without you having to travel. 
• Donations can be made via the large supermarkets if you do 

your own shopping. 
 
PENTECOST ‘SONGS OF PRAISE’ 
 
We are assuming that this present physical distancing situation will continue for some time. 
Hence, we are planning a virtual ‘Songs of Praise’ for an evening service on Pentecost 
Sunday, 31 May 2020. The overall length will be somewhere between 30-40 minutes. 
 
We are trying to arrange it in a way that includes, and is accessible to, as many as possible 
irrespective of their access to the internet. We intend that the recorded service will be 
finished by Sunday, 24 May. This will allow us to produce CDs / DVDs and post them to 
those who need that format. 
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We are inviting contributions of suggestions for hymns and ‘testimony’. It will mimic the 
format of the TV programme. i.e. a selection of hymns in different styles, a couple of short 
‘testimony’ type interviews, some brief prayers and a blessing. 
 
Hymns 
 
Do you have hymn that is a particular favourite? We are asking those who contribute a 
suggestion to provide: 

• The name of the hymn 
• The name of the tune, or at least to hum or sing it to Nan down the phone so we can 

get the correct one. 
• We may need to shorten the number of verses, so if a verse is particularly important 

verse to you, let us know. 
• It would also be encouraging if you could do a ‘piece to camera’ or write a short 

paragraph which can be read on your behalf about why you have chosen the hymn 
and what is means to you. If you can’t do that, we will probably say something about 
how it came to be written, what Scriptures it draws on etc. 

 
Testimony 
 
Do you have something that you might be willing to share, in how you have experienced 
your faith during this time that you would be willing to share publicly?  

• It might be a Bible text. 
• A prayer that you have found especially helpful. 
• A spiritual insight. 
• Perhaps by then it might be appropriate to think about how this time has changed 

you, what you have learned is important during this time. 
 
Please let us have your suggestions for hymns no later than Sunday, 3rd May, earlier if 
possible. You can phone or email them to Nicholas or Sue. Depending on the numbers of 
contributions we receive, we may not be able to include all of them, or we may need to 
reduce the number of verses – hence if a particular verse is important to you, please let us 
know. 
 
URGENT REQUEST FROM HILLTOP SCHOOL 
 
Hilltop Primary academy is supporting some of their families through the current situation. 
We would welcome any support to purchase food for our most vulnerable families at this 
time. We will be creating food parcels that can be delivered to our families. If you are able 
to support in any way, we would welcome donations to our HSBC bank account 
 

Sort Code: 403106 
Account number: 32768631  
with reference of “COVID Food” 
 

Please could you also send an email to: sshikangatindi@sflt.org.uk so that we can 
acknowledge receipt to you. Many thanks, Mrs Tindi SENCo Hilltop Primary Academy. 



NEW RESOURCES 
 
The popular prayer podcast ‘Pray-as-You-Go’ is now also offering ‘Pray-as-You-Stay’ – a 
prayer support series. 
 
https://pray-as-you-go.org/retreat/pray-as-you-stay 
 
It is particularly intended to support people during this time of self-isolation, uncertainty 
and fear. 
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, has launched a free national phoneline as a 
simple new way to bring worship and prayer into people’s homes while church buildings are 
closed because of the coronavirus.  
 
Daily Hope, which is available from today, offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full 
worship services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  
 
The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up particularly 
with those unable to join online church services during the period of restrictions in mind.  
The service is supported by the Church of England nationally as well as through the 
Connections group based at Holy Trinity Claygate in Surrey and the Christian charity Faith in 
Later Life.  
 
THY KINGDOM COME (21 MAY – 31 MAY) 
 
In recent years the Archbishops have been encouraging churches and individuals to set 
aside nine days, the period from Ascension Day to Pentecost, to pray for God’s Kingdom. 
We are planning to create and distribute materials for use at home in this period. 
 
VE DAY - Join a big virtual picnic of hope  
 
Many of us would have been commemorating the 75th Anniversary of VE Day on 8 May. 
Families and friends would have been gathering for street parties and celebrations around 
the UK, which unfortunately is no longer possible. 
 
However,  in the current lockdown we are being encouraged by the organisers of that event  
to come together to recognise this date through the ‘Big Picnic for Hope’.  

People can also share their ideas for the Big Picnic for Hope, what to bake, what to make, 
and their own creative ideas online using the hashtags #bigpicnicforhope and #feed5000, to 
help inspire others to get involved.  This will help everyone get ready to join together on 
Friday 8th May to share photos of their picnics, and discuss memories and stories of their 
loved ones past and present in a way fitting of the circumstances we are living through at 
this time. 

  



At the heart of the Big Picnic for Hope is a reflection that around the country many people 
will not be as fortunate at this time with many struggling to put food on the table. The 
#feed5000 hashtag reflects the projects aim to raise £5,000 for the Trussell Trust, who 
support a nationwide network of food banks and provide emergency food and support to 
people locked in poverty.  

AN EVENING HYMN 
 
Thanks to Nan McAleer for drawing this hymn by John Keble (1792-1866) to my attention. 
Verse 5 is a particularly appropriate prayer at present. 
 

1. Sun of my soul, thou Saviour dear, 
It is not night if thou be near; 
Oh, may no earth-born cloud arise 
To hide thee from thy servant’s eyes. 

 

2. If some poor wandering child of thine 
Have spurned to-day the voice divine, 
Now, Lord, the gracious work begin: 
Let him no more lie down in sin.  

 
3. When the soft dews of kindly sleep 

My weary eyelids gently steep, 
Be my last thought, how sweet to rest 
Forever on my Saviour’s breast.  

 

4. Watch by the sick; enrich the poor 
With blessings from thy boundless store; 
Be every mourner’s sleep to-night 
Like infant’s slumbers, pure and light. 

 
5. Abide with me from morn till eve, 

For without thee I cannot live; 
Abide with me when night is nigh, 
For without thee I dare not die. 

6. Come near and bless us when we wake, 
Ere through the world our way we take, 
Till in the ocean of thy love 
We lose ourselves in heaven above. 

 


