
Saying Yes to Life.    Session 6.   Land & living creatures. 

 

Introduction:  The interconnectedness of all things. 

 

The great English poet John Donne recognised that people do not, indeed, 
cannot, live in isolation when he wrote ‘No man is an island.’ All things in the 
world are intimately connected by complex relationships of many kinds. All 
branches of human study investigate those relationships and seek to discover 
how they work. Intertwined with this are issues of interdependence, 
independence, freedom and control. 

The political, economic and social history of this country has centred on how 
much connectedness the UK wants with other parts of the world at any one 
time. Sometimes we have wanted more, at other times less. For the most part, 
we have taken matters of connectedness for granted and complex and intricate 
relationships have evolved over time. The Brexit debate of recent years 
highlighted these issues and brought them to the forefront. The current corona 
crisis has brought them into stark relief and shows how disturbance in one area 
can lead to massive consequences elsewhere, indeed, around the entire world. 
The intricate balance of relationships around the planet that provide everyday 
life as we know it has been upset and it will take time for a new equilibrium to 
evolve. 

For many people those relationships also involve a spiritual dimension. For 
Christians this of course includes God. The Bible deals with God’s relationship 
with his creation, with humanity and with each of us as individuals.  

 

Opening prayer.  

Read Live Lent  p55 

Read Genesis 1 vv24-31. 

 

This final phase of creation involves land creatures, the animal kingdom and 
mankind. God states that at the end of these six days that his creation is very 
good. Ruth stresses the idea that to be fully human we need to live in a 
harmonious relationship with God and with all the other aspects of his creation. 



She addresses the idea of what it means to be ‘created in the image of God’. 
Her thoughts on this issue might raise a few eyebrows as you will see later on. 

We have learnt that all aspects of creation are full of wonder and beauty and 
this is equally so within the animal kingdom. Even if we regularly watch ‘Blue 
Planet’ type natural history documentaries with their cutting edge modern visual 
technologies, we can only begin to appreciate a small fraction of the huge 
variety of amazing creatures that inhabit our planet. 

Point to ponder: 

• How often do you pause to contemplate the living wonders of God’s world? 

 

Animals in the Bible. 

There are of course many references to land animals in scripture. 

A point to ponder: 

• Can you think of some well-known examples? 

With well documented references to scripture Ruth believes that: 

• The covenant with Noah was also with all living creatures. 
• In the New Jerusalem/restored garden of Eden all living creatures will 

praise God in their own way. (cf Revelation chapters 4 & 5).  
• Jesus died to reconcile us and all creation to God. (For further details 

see p149 top paragraph of ‘Saying Yes to Life.’) 

 

Some points to ponder: 

• As all animals are part of God’s creation, does that alter your views about 
them? 

• If so, how? 
• Do our present lifestyles enable animals to survive or even flourish? 
• What reasons are behind the decline in wild animals? 

The interconnected web of life on earth is slowly getting smaller. Humans are 
causing the problem, but are also suffering for it. Behind the decline in the 
world’s biodiversity is consumerism. 

Read Live Lent p58.  Reflection. 



Consumerism. 

Points to ponder: 

• Can you give (an abstract) definition of consumerism? 
• What are the benefits of consumerism? 
• What are its disadvantages? 
• What does consumerism mean for you as a person? 
• All of us are caught up in the consumer society. Do you buy too much?  
• Do you buy things because you need them or because you like them? 
• Do you consider the composition of things you buy? Do you need a real 

leather jacket, or will an imitation one suffice? 

 

Man’s relationship with God. 

According to the Genesis accounts, all creatures are made ‘according to their 
kind.’ But humans enjoy a special relationship with God because they are ‘in the 
image of God’. 

 

A point to ponder: 

• Although we will return to this issue later on, take a moment to think 
about what this phrase might mean. 

Humans are not all equal: we have different talents and abilities, but we are all 
of equal worth to God. We are all equal before God. 

 

Human relationships with each other. 

Read Live Lent p60  Reflection. 

Points to ponder: 

• If we are all equal before God, does this alter your view of how you treat 
other people? 

Read the quote by Rowan Williams in ‘Saying Yes to Life’ p153 

Being equal before God is a radical philosophy. Encountering God in other people 
has radical implications for how we should organise society. There are many 



exhortations in the Bible about treating people with justice, mercy and humility; 
about fighting injustice and oppression in the world. 

A point to ponder: 

• Can you think of historic and current areas/issues caused by human 
failure to treat others with dignity and respect/where humans have not 
‘loved their neighbour’? 

These are really massive and seemingly intractable issues but that should not 
stop us from doing are part to mitigate their worst effects or eliminate them 
entirely. So think about how you might actively join in some campaigns. 

 

 

Sharing our common home: our relationship with the created world. 

There is a triangle of relationships between God, man and the created world. 
This was recognised by St. Francis of Assisi when he wrote his ‘Canticle of the 
Creatures.’ It has been taken up by Pope Francis in his Encyclical ‘Laudato Si’ 
which recognises the world as a common home and calls for us to care for it and 
all creatures in it. It echoes some of the strands of ‘earth spiritualism’ found in 
many indigenous populations around the world. 

Contemporary western society has moved far from this position, regarding the 
environment, ie the planet, as a resource to be exploited for our use, after all 
we have dominion over it. 

 

The image of God. 

This has been a troublesome issue for centuries and many learned treatises 
have been written about it. Ruth puts forward a well-argued case for something 
quite different. She says that: 

-God has given mankind the ability/capacity/understanding to look after his 
creation. 

-The ‘image of God’ therefore is not some other-worldly spiritual quality, but 
rather a job-description of what our role on the planet should be. 

Read ‘Saying Yes to Life’ p157 paragraph 2. 

Read Genesis 2 v15. 



Read Live Lent p57 Refection. 

-Our dominion over the natural world is like a sacred mandate to look after it 
and care for it. It is not ‘carte blanche’ to exploit it to destruction. 

-We are the caretakers and the gardeners of the world. 

So gardeners of the world unite! 

 

Points to ponder; 

• How do you react to this viewpoint? 
• Are you surprised? 
• Could this help explain the passion that some of us have for our gardens? 

A lament for Holy week. 

Although we are part of the community of creation, we are not exempt from its 
sufferings: from the effects of consumerism, climate change, and environmental 
damage all of which tend to affect the world’s poorest the most. 

Read ‘saying Yes to Life’ p159 paragraph 2. 

(pause for reflection) 

 

Some Christian thoughts on Food. 

Food, of some sort, sustains all life on earth, including human beings. Yet 
through the act of eating together, food also helps us build community and 
personal relationships.  

Meals and food feature many times in scripture, the feeding of the five 
thousand comes readily to mind 

A central act of the Christian faith is the commemoration of a meal, the last 
supper. Yet nowadays food is one of the key issues in climate change. 

Points to ponder: 

Can you think of issues involving: 

• The rearing of animals 
• The growing of crops 
• The transportation of foodstuffs  



• The packaging of foodstuffs 
• The disposal of surplus food 

 

The next time you sit down to eat, reflect on these six questions: 

1. Why am l eating? 
2. How fast do l eat? 
3. Where do l eat? 
4. With whom do l eat? 
5. How much do l eat? 
6. Where does this food come from? 

 

Towards a plant-based diet. 

Ruth states that while there is no case for meat-eating in Genesis, nor in the 
new Jerusalem, there are no guidelines in Scripture for the rest of time, ie now. 
It is up to us as Christians to decide whether to eat meat or not and if we do, 
how we do. 

Points to ponder: 

• What is your attitude to meat-eating? 
• Should we kill animals for food? 
• Should Christians be vegetarians? 
• In the light of studying this chapter, will your attitude change? 
• If so, why and how? 
• If not, why not? 

 

Conclusion. 

Read Genesis 1 v31 & 2 v1. 

We see creation from God’s viewpoint. It is not just good, but very good, 
harmonious and balanced……… 

………unfortunately, it was not long before evil, entered the garden of Eden and 
creation was spoilt. The rest of the story is about putting those relationships 
right. Jesus came and died to restore our relationship the God, but how 



effectively are we at restoring our relationship with the rest of his creation 
when many of us continue to behave like spoilt children trashing God’s house.  

 

So pray that God will give you: 

-A fresh insight into his world 

-And the knowledge and motivation as to how you can be a more effective 
gardener within it. 

 

Read A Prayer from France in ‘Saying Yes to Life’ p163. 
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