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INTRODUCTION 
 

The painting on the front of this order of service is Supper at 
Emmaus (1606). Caravaggio painted two versions on this theme, the 
first, painted in 1601, resides in the National Gallery, London. It 
depicts more light and drama. By contrast, the lighting in this 
version is more subdued and the food on the table is simpler. 
 

I chose this version, because I recently listened to Andrea Bocelli’s 
Music for Hope concert hosted in Milan Cathedral, the city in which 
this painting now hangs. Milan has been badly hit by the 
coronavirus. The less dramatic revelation of the risen Christ in this 
image is, I suspect, the experience of most of us at this present time. 
Christ is risen – Alleluia! Christ is with us – Alleluia! But, we are 
learning to discover the risen Christ in the ordinary and the 
everyday rather than the grand and lavish. It is a reoccurring theme 
in Caravaggio’s paintings to find the sublime interrupting the daily 
routine. 
 

The post communion prayer for day asks that God ‘may open the 
eyes of our faith, that we may see him in all his redeeming work’. So 
let us be watchful and thankful for those moments when God 
reveals himself unexpectedly, as we find our normal routines 
disrupted by the restrictions currently in force. Please share this 
order of service with others and tell them you prayed for them 
today. 
 

Yours in Christ 
 
 
 
Nicholas Cooper 
Vicar of Frindsbury, Upnor and Chattenden 
 

Materials in this booklet are drawn from Common Worship: Services and 
Prayers for the Church of England, Common Worship: Pastoral Services, and 
Common Worship: Daily Prayer, all of which are copyright © 2000  
The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England.   
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THE SERVICE 
 

The Easter Greeting 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Faithful one, whose word is life: 
come with saving power 
to free our praise, 
inspire our prayer 
and shape our lives 
for the kingdom of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Pause for reflection at the beginning of the day. 
 

Hymn 
 
Light’s glittering morn bedecks the sky; 
heaven thunders forth its victor-cry: 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
The glad earth shouts her triumph high, 
and groaning hell makes wild reply: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia.  
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Jesu, the King of gentleness, 
do thou thyself our hearts possess, 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
That we may give thee all our days 
the tribute of our grateful praise: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia. 

 
All praise be thine, O risen Lord, 
from death to endless life restored; 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
All praise to God the Father be 
And Holy Ghost eternally: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Words: John Mason Neale (1818-66), based on Latin, 4th century 
Tune: Lasst Uns Erfreuen, An Easter hymn in Geitstliche Kirchengesang, Cologne 1623 

Arranged Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

 
Confession & Absolution 

 
Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 
 
We have lived by our own strength, 
and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
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We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 
as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived for this world alone, 
and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

The Collect 
 
Almighty Father, 
who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples 
with the sight of the risen Lord: 
give us such knowledge of his presence with us, 
that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life 
and serve you continually in righteousness and truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Reading 

 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41 – read by Vicki. 
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Reading 
 
Luke 24:13-35 – read by Vicki. 

 
Address 

 
Sue Vallente-Kerr 

 
Affirmation of Faith 

 
Let us declare our faith 
in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, 
and to all the apostles: 
this we have received, 
and this we believe. Amen.  
 
Although we are unable to share in the breaking of the bread at 
this time, the post communion prayer asks God to open the eyes of 
our faith that we may see him and his redeeming work. 
 
Living God, your Son made himself known to his disciples 
in the breaking of bread: 
open the eyes of our faith, 
that we may see him in all his redeeming work; 
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Prayers 
 
We pray for the Church, the world, our local community and those 
who suffer. Led by Nan. 
 
Bidding:  Lord, hear us. 
Response:  Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one as our Saviour taught 
us, so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

Hymn 
 

Love’s redeeming work is done; 
fought the fight, the battle won: 
lo, our Sun’s eclipse is o’er, 
lo, he sets in blood no more. 
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Lives again our glorious King; 
where, O death, is now thy sting? 
Dying once, he all doth save; 
where thy victory, O grave? 
 
Soar we now where Christ has led, 
following our exalted Head; 
made like him, like Him we rise; 
ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 
 
Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! 
Praise to thee by both be given: 
thee we greet triumphant now; 
hail, the Resurrection Thou! 
 

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-88) 
Tune: Savannah, in John Wesley’s ‘A Collection of Tunes,  

Set to Music as they are commonly sung at the Foundery’ (1742) 

 
The Peace and Blessing 

 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will; 
and the blessing of God almighty…    Amen. 


