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INTRODUCTION 
 

The image on the front of this order of service is from the Maestà, an 
altarpiece composed of many individual paintings, commissioned 
by the city of Siena, and painted by the artist Duccio di Buoninsegna 
in the period 1308-1311. It depicts the scene in today’s gospel 
reading, the risen Christ speaking with Thomas whilst the other 
disciples look on. The additional collect provided for today is: 
 

Risen Christ, 
for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: 
open the doors of our hearts, 
that we may seek the good of others 
and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace, 
to the praise of God the Father. Amen. 

 
It reminds me of the words of Jesus in Revelation – ‘behold, I stand 
at the door and knock’ (Revelation 3:20). I commend the image, the 
collect and the gospel text for your reflections this week – the risen 
Christ still enters through locked doors – literal or metaphorical – 
speaking words of peace and encouraging faith. 
 
Please share this order of service with others and tell them you 
prayed for them today. 
 

Yours in Christ 
 
 
 
Nicholas Cooper 
Vicar of Frindsbury, Upnor and Chattenden 
 
Materials in this booklet are drawn from Common Worship: Services and 
Prayers for the Church of England, Common Worship: Pastoral Services, and 
Common Worship: Daily Prayer, all of which are copyright © 2000  
The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England.   
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THE SERVICE 
 

The Easter Greeting 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Faithful one, whose word is life: 
come with saving power 
to free our praise, 
inspire our prayer 
and shape our lives 
for the kingdom of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Pause for reflection at the beginning of the day. 
 

Hymn 
 
The day of resurrection! 
Earth tell it out abroad; 
the Passover of gladness, 
the Passover of God; 
from death to life eternal, 
from earth unto the sky, 
our God has brought us over 
with hymns of victory. 
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Our hearts be pure from evil, 
that we may see aright 
the Lord in rays eternal 
of resurrection-light; 
and, listening to his accents, 
may hear so calm and plain 
his own ‘All hail’, and, hearing, 
may raise the victor strain. 
 
Now let the heavens be joyful, 
and earth her song begin, 
the round world keep high triumph, 
and all that is therein; 
let all things seen and unseen 
their notes of gladness blend, 
for Christ the Lord is risen, 
our joy that has no end. 

Words: St John of Damascus (c.675-c.750) 
Translated: John Mason Neale (1818-66) 

Tune: Ellacombe, C18 German melody harmonised and adapted 

 
Confession & Absolution 

 
Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 
 
We have lived by our own strength, 
and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
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We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 
as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived for this world alone, 
and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 
Almighty Father, 
you have given your only Son to die for our sins 
and to rise again for our justification: 
grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness 
that we may always serve you 
in pureness of living and truth; 
through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Reading 

 
Acts 2:14a, 22-32 – read by Jane. 
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Reading 
 
John 20:19-end – read by Jane. 

 
Address 

 
Nicholas Cooper 

 
The Apostles’ Creed 

 
Let us declare our faith in God, Father Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  



Ver: 1.0  Page 7 

Prayers 
 
We pray for the Church, the world, our local community and those 
who suffer. Led by Sue Vallente-Kerr. 
 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one as we say 
the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

Hymn 
 

Crown Him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne; 
hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own! 
Awake, my soul, and sing, 
of him who died for thee, 
and hail him as thy matchless King 
through all eternity.  



Page 8  Ver: 1.0 

Crown Him the Lord of love; 
behold His hands and side, 
those wounds yet visible above 
in beauty glorified: 
no angel in the sky 
can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends his burning eye 
at mysteries so bright. 
 
Crown Him the Lord of years, 
the Potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, 
ineffably sublime: 
all hail, Redeemer, hail! 
for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 
throughout eternity. 

Words: Matthew Bridges (1800-94) 
Tune: Diademata, George Job Elvey (1816-93) 

 
The Peace and Blessing 

 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will; 
and the blessing of God almighty…    Amen. 


