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INTRODUCTION 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen! Happy Easter to you and your loved ones.  
 
I suspect all of us have very mixed emotions at present. Perhaps 
many in lockdown and isolation feel it’s more like Holy Saturday, 
with the stone of the tomb firmly in place rather than Easter Sunday 
with the stone rolled away. But today we gather with Christians 
around the world in similar circumstances, to celebrate and rejoice 
in the truth that Christ is risen. In the weeks ahead I am sure we will 
all discover new realities and dimensions to that truth. 
 
In the life of our parish this celebration of Easter will be a unique 
historical occurrence. I wonder what lessons we will be able to leave 
future generations to look back on as we learnt, like the first 
disciples to be an Easter people? 
 
Please share this order of service with others and tell them you 
prayed for them today. 
 
Yours in Christ 
 
 
 
 
Nicholas Cooper 
Vicar of Frindsbury, Upnor and Chattenden 

 
 
 
Materials in this booklet are drawn from Common Worship: Services and 
Prayers for the Church of England, Common Worship: Pastoral Services, and 
Common Worship: Daily Prayer, all of which are copyright © The Archbishops' 
Council of the Church of England.   
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THE SERVICE 
 

The Easter Greeting 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He has given us new life and hope. 
He has raised Jesus from the dead. 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Faithful one, whose word is life: 
come with saving power 
to free our praise, 
inspire our prayer 
and shape our lives 
for the kingdom of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Pause for reflection at the beginning of the day.  
 

Hymn 
 
Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia, 
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia, 
who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia,  
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia. 
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Hymns of praise then let us sing Alleluia, 
unto Christ our heavenly King, Alleluia, 
who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia, 
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia. 
 
But the pains which he endured, Alleluia, 
our salvation have procured; Alleluia, 
now above the sky he's King, Alleluia, 
where the angels ever sing Alleluia. 

Words: Lyra Davidica, 1708 et al 
Tune: Easter Hymn, from Lyra Davidica, 1708 

 
Confession & Absolution 

 
Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 
 
We have lived by our own strength, 
and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 
as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived for this world alone, 
and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us.  
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May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 
Most merciful God, 
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
delivered and saved the world: 
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 
we may triumph in the power of his victory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Reading 

 
Colossians 3:1-4 – read by Robert. 

 
Reading 

 
John 20:1-18 – read by Robert. 

 
Address 

 
The Venerable Andy Wooding Jones, Archdeacon of Rochester. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
Let us declare our faith in God, Father Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

Prayers 
 
We pray for the needs of the world. Led by Sue. 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one as we say 
the Lord’s Prayer. 
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Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

Hymn 
 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won; 
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 

 
Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 
let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting:     [Refrain] 
 
No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
life is naught without thee: aid us in our strife; 
make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love; 
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above:     [Refrain] 
 

Words: Edmond Budry (1854-1932) tr Richard Hoyle (1875-1939) 
Tune: Maccabaeus, G. F. Handel (1685-1759) 
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The Peace and Blessing 
 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.  


